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Preface
This volume contains selected and refereed papers presented at the 9th International
Conference on Formal Power Series and Algebraic Combinatorics (FPSAC’97), held at
the University of Vienna (Austria), from July 14 to 18, 1997. This particular FPSAC-
meeting was dedicated to the memory of Marcel-Paul Schutzenberger (1920{1996).
The series of FPSAC conferences is devoted to research in enumerative and algebraic
combinatorics, including their applications in and interactions with other parts of math-
ematics, computer science, and physics. This range of activities is very well reected
by the papers presented here, including topics in the following elds: enumeration of
combinatorial structures, symmetric functions and representation theory, combinatorics
on words, formal power series, algebraic combinatorics with relation to geometry and
topology, algorithms, and computer algebra.
We would like to thank all the members of the program committee and the nu-
merous referees for their eorts in preparing both the conference program and this
volume. Our thanks also go to the organizing committee, chaired by Christian Kratten-
thaler, and to the Institut fur Mathematik of the University of Vienna for hosting the
conference and providing perfect logistic support. We gratefully acknowledge the sup-
port from the following institutions: European Commission for Science, Research and
Development (TMR Euroconference Programme), Bank Austria, Bundesministerium fur
Wissenschaft, Erwin Schrodinger Institut, Stadt Wien, Universitat Wien, and Wiener
Fremdenverkehrsverband.
We nally address our thanks to the speakers and to all the participants for making
this conference a memorable event.
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